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OVERVIEW

• Introducing the FRC and the Lab

•Our journey into digital

•Our project – What we are trying to achieve

•The 12 characteristics of future digital reporting

•What we have learned so far

•Our next steps
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OUR JOURNEY

Investors desired 
attributes represented by 

PDF annual reports

 The Lab began investigating digital reporting 

3 years ago with Digital Present.

 Currently many mediums designed to 

communicate with investors do not have a 

high take up.

 For users and preparers PDF annual report 

are popular as it mixes paper and digital.

 Digital inertia is strong for both companies 

and investors.

 But change is needed the current system is 

not fit for the future.
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OUR JOURNEY

6

Three key drivers will change the landscape for reporting:
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OUR PROJECT
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During the project we surveyed 93 

individuals from 14 different countries, 

interviewed in detail more than 30 

companies, investors, and other 

stakeholders and sought views at 

roundtables, events, and company and 
investor forums. 
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 Boundary

 Period covered

 Accounting or other Framework

 Accounting policy or other internal 

framework

 Level of assurance

 Link to other info

 Up loadable

 Universal

 Searchable

 Intuitive

 Immutable

 Secure

 Clear assurance

 Authentic

 Relatively standardised

 Customisable

 Designable
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WHAT WE HAVE LEARNED – SO FAR

 That the current system needs to change as demands are evolving

That Investors and Companies do have needs that technologies (like XBRL) 
can and do deliver, they just don’t articulate it in that way

That individual technologies and intiatives need to work together to create 
the optomised digital future

That a globally consistent approach is the most effective for users
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NEXT STEPS
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